














Saint Agatha, Virgin Martyr 








Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.59. 
wz Please Order From: — > 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Books Worth Reading 


Godward — A practical, thought-provoking work on how to make 
spiritual progress along the paths of joy and sorrow to union with 
God. Cloth bound, 267 pages, $2.00. 


Our Palace Wonderful — An interesting, instructive and uplifting 
work on the wonders of creation. Cloth bound, 178 pages, $1.25. 





The Palace Beautiful — A sequel to the above. A splendidly written 
book on the soul of man as the temple of the Holy Spirit. Cloth 
bound, 180 pages, $1.25. 

Postage extra in each case. 

The above books and other titles by Rev. Father Houck, may be ordered 

from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Silk Damask Brocades 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N.Y. 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 
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For One Subscription 
Choice of any ten-cent booklet listed on inside back cover. 


For Two Subscriptions 


“United in Christ’? and “Why Not Make Your Home Ideal?” OR: — 
“The Treasures of the Mass’’ (See inside back cover.) 


For Three Subscriptions 
“The Christian Home” — An ideal guide to happiness in the home. OR: — 


Life of Sister M. Fortunata Viti — An interesting biography of a Benedictine 
religious of Veroli, Italy, whose holy life has merited the introduction 
of her cause for beatification, and whose intercession has obtained 
striking favors for those who seek her aid. 


For Five Subscriptions 


The Sacred Heart Library — A set of seven booklets which offer many 
helpful suggestions on how to practice devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, and which contain many beautiful reflections and prayers. OR: — 


One Free Subscription to ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 


For Six Subscriptions 

“The King’s Steward” — The true life story of a fervent Catholic business- 
man, who had the best interests of his family always at heart and 
who took time to reach out and touch and make beautiful lives of 
others that would have been sordid and unhappy. OR: — 

“The Spirit of St. Benedict” — An explanation of the Holy Rule of Saint 
Benedict, chapter by chapter, with practical examples from monastic 
chronicles. OR: — 

“At the Fountains of Living Waters’ —— A book treating of meditation, 
which offers practical aids to those who find difficulty in mental prayer. 


Please Mention Premium Desired 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





‘And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to 
them; and His Mother kept all these things carefully in hee heart. And Jesus 
advanced in wisdom and age and grace before God and men” (Luke ii. 51, 52). 














‘Fabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 39 February, 1944 No. 10 
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N ingenious person has defined the word father as “ad 
man who has two or more souls to save or lose.” This 
may be a unique definition, yet few truths, perhaps, have 
been more briefly and more correctly expressed. It 
applies equally, of course, to a mother, as it points to 
the very heart of parenthood. For, to whomsoever God 
gives the privilege of being the father or mother of a 
family, He gives at the same time a duty of the first 
and highest importance — that of training their children with a view 
to their eternal salvation. The responsibilities of that duty no consci- 
entious parent has a right to shirk — and particularly no Catholic 
parent... Catholic fathers and mothers should therefore try to realize 
how deeply responsible they are for the souls of their children, and 
do all in their power to bring them up in the love and fear of God. 
This duty is far more important than that of providing their little 
ones with food, shelter and clothing. Its proper discharge requires 
that they implant in the hearts of their children from their infancy a 
love of God and His Blessed Mother, and of all that is good and true 
and beautiful; for the mind and heart of a child open out to impressions 
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much sooner than most parents imagine — and first impressions are 
lasting. 

What the guardian angel is to the child in the spiritual realm, 
that the parents are in the flesh. And as surely as the angel has his 
duty, so surely do the parents have theirs. That duty is to lead their 
children to God, because their children are God’s children much more 
than they are their own. They are the little brothers and sisters of 
Jesus, redeemed by His Precious Blood, and destined one day to live 
with Him in His. Father’s house in heaven. 

God in His goodness has made father and mother the teachers, 
the counselors, the revealers of right and wrong to His little ones. 
Conscientious parents, therefore, will not think lightly of this duty, 
but will make it their chief concern. They will train their children 
in habits of prompt and unquestioning obedience, and of great reverence 
and respect for all who are in authority over them, and will imbue 
them with a sense of personal responsibility. They will be on the 
watch for the first signs of evil inclinations, which they will promptly 
and prudently correct and check, not shrinking from punishing when 
necessary; for discipline and correction are an essential feature of 
parental love, to be applied prudently and dutifully, in such a way as 
to make the children realize that it is for their own good. Dutiful 
parents will also keep their children strictly away from bad or un- 
desirable companions, from harmful books, papers and magazines, 
and from immodest motion pictures and plays, all of which too often 
corrupt the minds and hearts of young boys and girls in our days. 

However, parents cannot properly fulfil their duty toward their 
children unless they themselves are good and virtuous. In the quiet 
of their homes they must practice the Christian virtues and lead 
prayerful, God-fearing lives. If they do not give a good example 
in this regard, it will be useless for them to try to train their children 
in virtue and love of God. By fidelity to their marital, parental 
and religious duties, they will draw down the blessing of God on 
their home, and will rear pure and noble children whose lives will 
give glory to God and His Church, and will be a blessing to themselves 
and to society at large. 

One of the best means of fostering a true Catholic spirit in the 
home is the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart, which cannot be 
recommended too insistently. In addition there is the practice of 
family prayer, and particularly that of the Rosary. It has been truly 
said that if the practice of family prayer became general, a new era 
would dawn upon the earth. Prayer in the home would have a most 
beneficial influence on the members of families, and would heal the 
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wounds and sores from which society is bleeding, which social reform- 
ers are trying in vain to cure. 

The family is the most sacred of human institutions. It is ghe 
bulwark of the nation, the very essence and cornerstone of society, 
the training place of future loyal and devoted citizens of the nation 
and of pious and saintly mien and women destined to be citizens of 
the eternal kingdom of heaven. The enemies of God realize this only 
too well, and for this reason all their efforts are directed toward 
breaking down the home. A converted fallen-away Catholic, who 
for a time had belonged to a secret society, made this remarkable 
confession to Father Mateo, who was instrumental in his conversion: 
“When I belonged to that forbidden society, I was bidden to leave 
the Church and the clergy in peaceful possession of churches, schools, 
institutions and hospitals, and merely to work on the de-Christianizing 
of the home, as that would defeat the efforts of the priests.” And he 
added: “Now I know of no better way to Christianize the home than 
by the work of the Enthronement.” 

The most perfect home, which the Church holds up to us as the 
sublime model of family life, is that of the Holy Family at Nazareth. 
Pious custom has dedicated the entire month of February to the Holy 
Family. How thought-provoking, how inspiring and beneficial should 
be reflection on the Holy Family of Nazareth in these days when 
the sacred character of family life is attacked from so many angles. 

The Popes, particularly those of modern times, have unanimously 
recommended the family Rosary as a means of sanctifying the home. 
Pope Pius XI, who each week received many bridal couples in au- 
dience, presented all with rosaries and urged them to say the Rosary 
together every day. Pope Pius XII has likewise pleaded again and 
again for the daily recitation of the Rosary in the family circle. 
And why have the Popes so insistently urged recitation of the family 
Rosary if not because they realize its tremendous influence for good, 
not only in the homes themselves but in the whole of society? 

But the mandate to pray the Rosary has come from a higher 
power even than that of the Sovereign Pontiffs. Our Blessed Lady 
herself, at Lourdes and again at Fatima, repeatedly urged the frequent 
and fervent recitation of the Rosary for the cure of the ills of human 
society and for the establishment of world peace. And what is more 
significant than the fact that in both places she urged this practice 
upon children! Does this not show clearly that she wishes it to be 
adopted particularly in the family circle, and to have also the 
younger members of the household participate? 

In response to Our Lady’s appeal, a Rosary Crusade has been 
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launched, and many thousands of Catholic families have pledged 
themselves to the daily recitation of the Rosary. We would offer a 
fervent plea to those families among our readers who have not yet 
made the family Rosary a part of their daily program, that they 
adopt this practice, with the assurance that it will not only draw 
down God’s richest blessings upon their homes, but will be a powerful 
means of hastening the dawn of peace, which we all so ardently desire. 
There is an added incentive for families who have members serving 
in the armed forces, to pray the daily Rosary for the welfare and 
protection of their loved ones who are facing so many dangers to 
body and soul. 

Christian families, be faithful to the daily Rosary and you will 
experience a peace and contentment which nothing can shake. At 
the same time you will make of your home a stronghold of virtue, 
impregnable to the attacks of evil which assail it from so many 
quarters; it will be a haven of safety, sheltering your sons and 
daughters from the dangers of the world; a solid foundation stone 
of society, and an abiding place of peace and happiness such as 
the world cannot give. 

In the words of the late Cardinal Gibbons: “Let your home be 
the asylum of daily prayer, and then the angels of God and the 
God of the angels will be there.” And we might add: Pray the daily 
Rosary together, and the Queen of the angels will also be there. 


<--> 


Spiritual Vitamin for February 


Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give you my heart and my soul. (Ind. 
of 7 years each time.) 


tite 


BEADS Because of the critical shortage of rosaries in our armed 
WANTED _ forces, we have been asked to insert an appeal for beads 

of any kind that may be used to make rosaries, such as 
broken necklaces, wooden beaded bags, broken rosaries, etc.; also for 
discarded medals, crucifixes, prayer books, holy pictures, etc. These 
articles will be renovated, new rosaries made from the beads, and for- 
warded to army chaplains to be distributed among the men and women 
in service. Kindly send beads and other articles to: 


Mrs, M. Veronica McGrath, 711 Barry St., St. Louis 4, Missouri 
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EADING has often been called “the food of the soul.” Everyone 
knows that food, when taken into the body, is changed into the 
substance of the body, into flesh, bones, blood and muscle. 
So, too, when one reads, the mind absorbs thoughts and ideas 
which become a part of the mind and enter into the very life of the 
individual. At the end of a half-hour spent in reading, a person finds 
himself full of new ideas, thoughts, longings, resolutions. And sooner 
or later these ideas and impressions show themselves in words and 
actions, and to a greater or lesser degree influence the person’s future 
life. In the care exercised for the physical well-being, no normal, 
sane person fails to seek food for his body at regular intervals. 
Furthermore, not only do people ordinarily eat three times a day, 
but they are solicitous to partake of wholesome food that they may 
be physically healthy and robust. They use sweets and spices 
moderately and would not dream of taking anything that might be 
spoiled or poisonous. 

Is it not logical to hold that these same principles apply to the 
taking of food for the mind? Yet how many there are who entirely 
neglect to feed their mind or who gorge it with unwholesome food! 
How many are the Catholics who are starving spiritually because 
they do not read Catholic literature! Just as wholesome food must 
be taken for the physical well-being, so, too, good, solid, instructive 
reading should be the principal food of the mind, even though such 
as might be termed “dessert” need not be omitted entirely. And 
yet how many there are who feed the mind nothing but froth and 
poison! — For poison is dispensed in books as well as in bottles. 

“Why is it,” the question is sometimes asked, “that good Catholic 
books and magazines are so rately found in Catholic homes? Or, 
if they are there, why are they hidden away, high on the shelf or pushed 
aside into a remote corner? Why are they not seen in the hands of 
one or the other, if not during the week, at least on Sunday? Is it 
that shyness and want of moral courage make people shrink from any- 
thing that is spiritual?” Perhaps so, but the true answer is: “There 
is rival reading in the home in the shape of a Sunday newssheet or 
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some product of the week-end press that is disseminating harmful 
matter, insidious propaganda, or openly evil practices, and these 
are pored over to the exclusion of the wholesome Catholic publica- 
tions.” Yes, at the present day, side by side with the output of good 
and useful reading, is that of another sort — seductive, insidious, and 
openly evil; and of the abundance of forbidden fruit thus set before 
them, people help themselves too freely and partake too thoughtlessly. 

It is most deplorable that foul literature finds its way even into 
homes of Catholics! Books, magazines, papers that are unhealthily 
suggestive, unseemly and even undisguisedly bad, are not feared, 
shunned and banned as they should be. Many people think that they 
take no harm from them. They flatter themselves that if they meet 
with anything bad or harmful, they need not read on. But once 
the book or paper is opened, the harm is done. The fascination of 
evil grips. The book or paper cannot be laid down, and often the 
worst parts are read over again, and are the only impressions that 
remain in the memory. And the result? Disturbance of the passions, 
unhappiness of mind, troubled consciences, and often a loss of faith. 

The first task of the press is to bring men the truth. That is 
why the Catholic press is so important. The world is starving for 
the truth — the truth about God, the truth about man, the truth about 
the home, the truth about education, the truth about government, the 
truth about peace. When all is said and done, what the world needs 
today is the Truth. Christ promised on His word as the Son of God 
that His Church would always teach the Truth. The Catholic press, 
armed with this Truth, seeks to bring it to the world. 

The importance of the mission of the Catholic paper or magazine 
in the home cannot be over-emphasized. It is often the only means 
through which the members of the family are kept in contact with 
things Catholic and with Catholic thought. But in our days all but 
the most exceptional Catholic families spend many times as much 
for secular publications as they do for Catholic newspapers and maga- 
zines. This lack of interest on the part of Catholic people and their 
failure to read Catholic books and publications was given as “not 
the least among the reasons for indifference of Catholics in the United 
States,” by the Most Rev. Joseph F. Rummel, D. D., Archbishop of 
New Orleans, in a pastoral letter addressed to the laity of his diocese 
on Catholic Press Month. Bishops and pastors have repeatedly warned 
their people that the whole cause of Christian civilization throughout 
the world and particularly the salvation of tottering principles of today 
is indissolubly bound up with the cause of the Catholic Press. The 
Catholic Press is the voice of Holy Mother Church. It echoes the time- 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 297 


less truths of Christ, which are the only weapons with which to battle 
to the death against the many enemies of the Church and national wel- 
fare. It is the principal means by which to teach, inspire and unify 
men in the cause of Christ. It is the one powerful medium by which 
Catholics can come to know their own strength and be made aware of 
the sword of truth they must wield in the battle against evil. 

The Catholic Press is the defender of the Faith; it penetrates into 
the very heart of the household, strengthens faith and prevents leakage. 
Catholics can only be weakened in their Faith when they do not 
understand it, and if they are weak in their Faith, and are not able 
to give the answers to the specious claims of propagandists, they 
often succumb to those claims. The Catholic Press is educational; it 
helps Catholics to understand their religion and to be able to defend 
it. If, therefore, our people are to keep pace with the times, if they 
wish to be fully equipped for the proper discharge of all the duties 
of life, they must, by reading and study, keep up the knowledge well 
begun, or strive to supply what has been lacking. And not only does 
the Catholic Press keep the people informed of things Catholic, but 
it warns them of the dangers that threaten the Church, the morals of 
its members, and the free practice of religion. 

An abundance of literature suitable for Catholics can always be 
secured. Instructive, edifying and amusing books and periodicals of 
the highest literary merit come from the Catholic Press to meet the 
wants of every class, and thousands of pamphlets are available for 
those of restricted means, which place within their reach useful and 
necessary helps towards moral and intellectual improvement. 

It should be unnecessary to make an appeal for the reading and 
study of matters that so vitally pertain to man’s real purpose in life 
—the salvation of his soul, for which it should be everyone’s aim 
to grow in the knowledge of God and of Divine things. Yet there 
is supreme need of doing so, for the only thing that matters in life 
is that which is most neglected. Men make great sacrifices to build 
up a name or a fortune for themselves. Parents give, ungrudgingly, 
more money than they can spare for the education of their children 
that they may gain a place and maintain themselves in good worldly 
positions, but they are indifferent about the religious knowledge of 
their children. The sad results of this apathy are only too apparent. 

Catholic parents, educators and all who are interested in the better- 
ment of our times and the welfare of humanity: Make Catholic Press 
Month contribute to the rebirth of Christian ideals by subscribing to 
Catholic papers, urging your Catholic friends and neighbors to do 
so, and passing Catholic literature to non-Cathotics. 











A view of the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit during the Bishop’s 
address at the opening 
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Of" OUR little Perpetual Adoration sanctuary of the Holy 


Spirit recently opened in Kansas City, Missouri, a group 
of Knights of Columbus brought the old year to a most 
fitting close and welcomed the new year by a Holy Hour from 11 P.M. 
till midnight. Led by the zealous shepherd of their souls — the Most 
Reverend Bishop Edwin V. O’Hara — these men withdrew from the 
noisy celebrations in which the world usually indulges on this night, 
and spent a most happy, peaceful and fruitful hour in the presence 
of our Eucharistic Lord exposed on His throne, praying for the world 
and for all the classes which make up the great human family. 
Accompanied by an escort of Knights, and by three Monsignori, 
one of whom is the chaplain of the Sisters and the other the pastor 
of the parish in which the convent is situated, and by a Benedictine 
Father who acted as master of ceremonies, the Bishop passed down 
the center aisle of the little chapel and took his place on a prie-dieu 
in the sanctuary, which had been draped in green and adorned with 
his coat-of-arms. 
The Holy Hour opened with the singing of Adoro te — the sublime 
Eucharistic hymn composed by St. Thomas Aquinas. Other Eucharis- 
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tic hymns (all in Latin) were rendered by the Sisters’ choir at various 
intervals, interspersed with prayerful readings by His Excellency, in 
which all joined in silent meditation. Lovingly, reverently and distinct- 
ly the Bishop prayed — for the Holy Father and for the Church, for 
priests and religious and all classes of society, for those present, for 
the men in the various branches of the armed forces, for the sick and 
afflicted, the helpless and the sinners, for the holy souls in purgatory, 
and particularly for such who had passed into eternity during the 
current year. Fittingly, the Litany of the Holy Name was included, 
and also the Rosary, each decade of which was preceded by a touching 
meditation on the Mystery. Finally, an act of thanksgiving was offered 
for all the blessings and benefits received during the past year, and 
a petition for graces and blessings for the new year about to begin. 

The Holy Hour closed with Benediction, which was given just as 
the last minutes of the old year died away; and as the clock ticked off 
the first minutes of the new year, our Eucharistic Lord was greeted 
by the Divine Praises from the lips of His Excellency, fervently repeated 
by all present. In conclusion, the choir sang the triumphal aspiration: 
“Christus vincit, Christus regnat, Christus imperat, venite adoremus — 
Christ conquers, Christ reigns, Christ commands, come, let us adore.” 

For one brief hour, this devout group of lay-adorers had been 
transported to another world, wherein reigned a peace surpassing all 
understanding. Forgotten for the time were the turmoil and strife of 
the world, all temporal interests and cares. And in the tranquil joy 
of that hour spent in loving intimacy with God were verified in the 
soul of each participant the words of the psalmist, “Oh, taste and see 
that the Lord is sweet” (Ps. xxxiii. 9). Yes, it was a sweeter joy than 
could ever be tasted at the pleasure-fountains of the world, and as the 
men withdrew, almost reluctantly, there were tears in many eyes which 
betrayed the deep emotion of their hearts. 

Impatient in their eagerness to participate regularly in the homage 
of adoration, the Knights of Columbus have organized a guard of honor, 
the members of which will keep a vigil of adoration in the chapel 
during the night preceding the First Friday of each month. Thus, 
as in our sanctuary at Tucson, Arizona, the Knights of Columbus will 
prove themselves true Knights of their Eucharistic King by meriting 
the honorary title of Knights of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Most gratifying has been the participation of the laity ever since 
the opening of this new Eucharistic shrine. Each day finds many devout 
adorers — priests, religious, men, women and children — at the feet 
of our Sacramental Lord, coming to confide to Him their joys and 
sorrows, their cares and problems and ambitions, and to ask His blessing 
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and guidance. Groups of boys and girls from one of the Catholic high 
schools come on appointed days each week to spend a period in adora- 
tion. Thus from the outset our Eucharistic King has been drawing 
souls to Himself from His throne of exposition, and if the veils of the 
invisible world of grace were lifted, doubtless we would see rich 
streams of grace flowing from the Eucharistic Heart to all who come 
to Him, to their families, and to all for whom prayers are offered. 

Yes, streams of grace flow from the living, personal presence of 
our Divine Savior in the Blessed Sacrament into the hearts of those who 
approach Him with humility and confidence. As a flood of rays 
emanates from the sun and diffuses over the whole earth, so do the 
rays of grace flow from the Sacred Host into every faithful, contrite 
heart. Never does a soul that is penetrated with a lively faith approach 
our Eucharistic Lord without being enriched. In His unbounded love, 
Jesus most ardently desires to bestow His graces upon the children of 
men. He wills that all come to Him with faith and unbounded confi- 
dence, and ask of Him many and great blessings. The sense of our 
unworthiness and sinfulness should not deter any one of us from 
approaching Him. On the contrary, the poorer and more wretched 
we feel ourselves to be, the oftener we should hasten to this Divine 
treasury to be enriched and replenished. The weaker we are, the more 
frequently we should approach this Divine fountain of grace, that we 
may be revived and strengthened. 

In the Blessed Sacrament, Jesus has deposited all the merits of 
His earthly life, of His Passion and Death, and it is His desire, as 
He revealed to St. Mechtilde, that we come confidently and appropriate 
these treasures for our salvation and merit. From the Sacred Host He 
constantly invites all who labor and are burdened to come to Him 
and be refreshed. 

May the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus, the Divine Sanctifier and 
the Giver of supernatural life, draw many hearts to this sanctuary 
which has been established in His honor. May He make of it a true 
oasis in the desert of life, a fountain of blessings for the whole world. 
May He inflame the hearts of the faithful more and more with the fire 
of His Divine love; may He enlighten their minds with supernatural 
wisdom, inspire them with a distaste for the fleeting, deceitful pleasures 
of the world and increase in them a relish for the things of God. 
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Share Dour Treasure! 


WOUWONR 
ONVERTS to the Catholic Church, as 
e a rule, have to bring great personal 
sacrifices and endure much anguish 
of mind in the process of abandoning 
the faith of their childhood and entering 
the true sheepfold of Christ. Conse- 
quently they are usually more apprecia- 
tive of the hard-won treasure of the 
Catholic Faith than those who have re- 
ceived it as a gratuitous gift in their 
cradle, and are more enthusiastic about 
sharing it with others. They feel, as one fervent convert expressed it, 
that “the Catholic Faith is too great a treasure not to be shared with 
others at any cost.”* And so, like the Apostles, Andrew and John, they 
hasten to bring others to join the sweet company of their Master. 
Of Catholics in general, however, it must be said that they are 
far too reserved in the matter of trying to interest others in their holy 
religion. They fear they may be criticized, or that they may become 
involved in discussions in which they cannot hold their own, or that 
their advances may not be well received, and so they miss many a 
golden opportunity of bringing souls into the light and kingdom of 
the Church. Others, again, are indifferent. They shrink from the 
personal effort that would be required on their ‘part to fit themselves 
for the task of assisting others to a knowledge of the true Faith, and 
so, like Cain, they acquit themselves on the plea that “they are not 
their brother’s keeper.” But will the Lord of the vineyard as easily 
acquit them when He comes to ask an account of His stewards at the 
last judgment? For every Catholic becomes by the very fact of his 
membership in the Church a “steward of Christ,” and will one day 
have to render an account of the precious talent of faith entrusted 
to him, not only as regards himself but also as regards his neighbor. 
Mr. John Moody, a distinguished convert of our times, has said 
of the Catholics’ attitude toward their non-Catholic brethren: “Too 
many lay Catholics seem to go through life tacitly assuming that, if 
a man is not a Catholic, he will never be one... I do not remember 
that any Catholic to whom I broached the subject (of religion) dis- 
played any particular interest, or seemed anxious to help me.” And 
another convert’ has truly said: “I have often thought that if all 
Catholics had both the intelligence to explain their Faith, and the 
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strength to live it, the Church would have many converts.” 

That it would be a comparatively easy matter to convert the world 
to Catholicism if all Catholics did their part is shown by the following 
remarkable statement which was recently made in one of our Catholic 
papers: If every Catholic in the world today would make a convert 
in a year, and if every convert acted similarly, the whole world would 
be entirely Catholic in three years. Cath. “esivter- 7- 


Some Telling Figures 

The situation in our own country at the present time is most 
deplorable. Recent surveys disclose that there are over 100,000,000 
non-Catholics, in the United States, as compared to some 22,000,000 
Catholics, and that 60%*(that is, three out of every five) of our people 
have no affiliation with any church whatever. That means, in substance, 
that there are some 73,000,000 pagans right here in our own land. 
Some months ago, a poll taken among 50,000 public school children 
in New York disclosed that only 16,000 (one-third of the total number) 
had ever heard of the Ten Commandments! And from other sources 
it was observed that only one-fourth of the 49,000,000 youths of the 
United States have ever been inside a church. Little wonder, then, 
that crime and immorality are rampant everywhere; that the word 
“God” means nothing to thousands of persons, and that such terms as 
prayer, penance, sacrifice and virtue are unknown in their vocabularies. 
What an appalling sight does the world offer to those who are zealous 
for the spread of God’s kingdom! 

No Catholic is exempt from doing the very best he can to remedy 
this frightful situation. There is always something that the least of 
us can do if we will. The great trouble is, that too many of us feel 
we have done all the Church requires when we have fulfilled our 
religious duties, and give little if any thought to the millions outside 
the Church who need her ministrations and who may be seashed 
through our personal efforts. 

What Catholics need most today is a broader view of the world’s 
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needs, a better understanding of Catholic truth, a deeper sense of per- (- 


sonal responsibility, a clearer knowledge of their own ability, and a 


greater willingness to spend and be spent in the service of the world’s ~ 


redemption. In short, they need a greater zeal for the salvation of 


souls. A book entitled “The Catholic’s Work in the World” expresses © 


it in this way: “What is needed is an army of zealous and efficient 
workers. There are slothful Catholics enough who are a reproach to 
their religion. God’s cause calls for men and women who are willing 
to put forth their own best strength rather than merely wait for others 
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to do the work. ‘It is the duty of priests and bishops,’ they exclaim, 
where a labor for God is to be done; as if it were not the layman’s 
task as well to look after the interests of Christ and His Church.” 


Special Advantages of the Lay-Apostle 

It is a striking fact that the Church finds her most direct approach 
to the non-Catholic world through the Catholic laity. For this reason, 
all priests who have been successful in making converts insist upon the 
necessity of enlisting the co-operation of the laity in this work. The 
Church has received a Divine mandate to convert all mankind. Our 
non-Catholic neighbors are in great need of her blessings. But because 
ignorance and prejudice blind many of them to her true character, 
they avoid all contact with her. For this reason, priests find it very 
dificult to get in contact with them. The Catholic laity, on the other 


hand, mingle with them continuously, and share in their daily interests. _° 


They participate with non-Catholics in civic, social and professional 
affairs, and are closely associated with them in office, shop and factory. 
They are always at hand and can be approached easily, and non-Catholics 
will much more readily discuss their problems with them or‘ put to 
them their questions. The Catholic layman must learn to utilize these 
contacts, and must fit himself to answer the inquiries of his non- 
Catholic neighbor, to correct his false ideas about the Church and to 
dispel his prejudices. But prudence must always accompany his zeal; 
otherwise he may do more harm than good in this lay-apostolate. 

Our own experience bears witness that countless souls outside the 
pale of the Church are hungering for the bread of truth, for the mail 
brings us many touching appeals for counsel and prayer from earnest, 
God-seeking non-Catholics. Many are anxious to make an unbiased 
inquiry into the teachings of the Church, but do not know how or 
where to begin. Many souls are waiting for a tactful intervention, for 
a kind invitation to attend some Catholic service, for a word of en- 
couragement from a Catholic friend or neighbor, for a Catholic pam- 
phlet to explain some point of doctrine, to open to them the door of 
God’s treasure-house of grace — the Catholic Church. Oh, let us not 
fail them! Let us open wide to them our hearts and make them feel 
the great fire of love burning in our souls for their spiritual well-being. 
Let us deal with them with all kindness and patience. And above all, 
let us give them a shining example of true Catholicity by living blame- 
less lives as true sons and daughters of the Church. Then we shall 
hasten that day of triumph for the Sacred Heart, when all His “sheep” 
will be gathered together in one fold, under one shepherd, the Vicar 
of Christ. 
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A Heroine for Chastity 
~OrO~ 


URING the first three hundred years after the death of 
_ ») Christ, persecutions of the Christians raged throughout 
~\\ Sk the Roman Empire. Wherever followers of Christ were 
found, there also were found pagan rulers whose first 
aim was to destroy them. Three rulers, in particular, 
were outstanding because of their merciless taking of 
human lives. One of these was Decius, a Roman 
Emperor, whose bloodthirsty and barbarous reign was at its height 
about the year 251, when the virgin and martyr, Agatha, met her death. 

As is the case of many of the early saints and martyrs, the birth- 
place of Agatha is not known for certain, but it is believed to have 
been either Palermo or Catania, situated on the little island of Sicily, 
just off the coast of the southernmost part of Italy. The saint was born 
of wealthy parents of noble lineage. Little else is known of her early 
life except the fact that even before her birth her life was consecrated 
to God. 

Agatha was endowed with remarkable beauty, which was to be the 
cause of a heroic fight for the preservation of her chastity. The consul 
and governor of Catania, Quintianus, having heard of her singular 
beauty and great wealth, determined to have her come to his court 
for the purpose of gratifying his lust and his avarice. He imagined 
that he could easily compass his designs on Agatha’s person and estate 
by means of the emperor’s edict against the Christians. Therefore he 
brought forth the charge that she was a Christian and demanded that 
she be brought to him for trial. Agatha, however, spurned the avowals 
of love and the solicitations of the governor, for she had chosen Christ 
for her Spouse and lived in accordance with her choosing, making her 
life Christlike, and her love Christo-centric. 

The governor, finding himself unable to attain his end by persua- 
sion, had recourse to violence. He ordered Agatha to be turned over 
to a wicked woman who kept a house of ill-repute. In this infamous 
place, a lily among thorns, the saint suffered, for the space of a month, 
assaults and stratagems against her virtue and faith infinitely more 
terrible to her than any tortures or death itself would have been. But 
placing her confidence in God, she never ceased with sighs and most 
earnest tears to implore His protection, and by Divine help was victori- 
ous over all attempts to seduce her and rob her of her virtue. At the 
end of this period the wicked woman reported to the governor that it 
would be easier to soften stones and to bend an iron rod than to change 
the heart of the Christian maiden. Quintianus then had her brought 
before him for another examination and taunted her, saying, ‘Art 
not thou, who art so nobly born, ashamed to lead the base and servile 
life of the Christians?” Agatha answered: ‘“‘Better by far are the base- 
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ness and servitude of the Christians than the wealth and the pride of 
kings.” Quintianus then bade her choose between adoration of the gods 
and severe tortures, promising her liberty if she would consent to sin. 
But Agatha replied, “Christ alone is my life and my salvation.” 

Quintianus, who was accustomed to having his every desire grati- 
fied, became enraged at the answer of the delicate girl and commanded 
her to be beaten and taken to prison. Agatha endured the torture and 
imprisonment with great joy, commending to God her future conflict. 
The following day the governor caused her to be arraigned a second 
time before his tribunal and again he was baffled by the unswerving 
firmness of the virgin. Then he gave the command that she be stretched 
on a rack, a torture which was accompanied by stripes, by the tearing 
of the sides with iron hooks, the burning of the flesh with blazing 
torches and the application of hot metal plates. When he saw with 
what cheerfulness Agatha suffered these torments, Quintianus added 
passion to his cruelty. Mad with rage, he ordered her breasts to be 
cruelly squeezed with iron pinchers and to be cut off. Agatha’s only 
response was to offer a reproach to him, saying: “Cruel tyrant, do you 
not blush to torture me thus, you who were once nourished at the 
breast of a woman?” Quintianus once more remanded her to prison 
with the order that neither salves nor food were to be given her. 

But God did not forsake His chosen one. He sent St. Peter, the 
Prince of the Apostles, to console her and to heal her wounds. Four 
days later, when Quintianus saw her. and she told him she had been 
miraculously healed by no earthly medicine but by her Master, Christ, 
he caused her to be taken and rolled naked over live coals mixed with 
broken pottery. Suddenly, while Agatha was being thus tortured, a 
violent earthquake shook the whole city, and two of the governor’s 
intimate friends, Silvinius and Falconius, were crushed by falling walls. 
The people were in such a state of excitement that Quintianus, fearing 
a tumult, ordered the almost lifeless Agatha to be carried back to her 
cell. A short while later, as the young martyr prayed that God, who 
had watched over her from her infancy, who had preserved her from 
the snares of the world and had given her strength to bear the tortures 
of the executioners, might receive her into paradise, she gently rendered 
up her virginal soul, which passed away to follow the Lamb in heaven. 
St. Agatha’s martyrdom occurred on the fifth day of February, in the 
year 251. Agatha, together with Lucy, Agnes and Cecilia, is one of the 
four martyr-heroines mentioned daily in the Canon of the Mass after 
the Consecration. 

Catania honors St. Agatha as its patron saint, and throughout the 
regions around Mt. Etna she is invoked against the eruptions of the 
voleano. On several occasions the virginal veil which covered her tomb 
was carried in procession to beg her intercession for deliverance from 
the torrents of burning lava rushing down the mount and threatening 
to ruin the town, and on each occasion the catastrophe was averted. 
God thus honered the resistance that her pure soul had shown to all 
the assaults of passion. St. Agatha is likewise invoked for protection 
against fire and lightning. It is recommended to pray to her not only 
to preserve homes from fire but to extinguish through the spirit of 
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penitence the impure flames that consume bodies and souls. 

Through her intercession the island of Malta, where St. Agatha 
is honored as patroness, was preserved from the Turks who invaded 
it in 1551. In 1040, the major portion of her relics, which had remained 
in Catania, was carried to Constantinople by the Greek general who 
drove the Saracens out of Sicily in that year. They were brought back 
to Catania in 1127. Small portions of the relics of St. Agatha are said 
to be distributed in many places throughout the world. 

In some regions it is customary on the feast of St. Agatha to bless 
bread in her honor, and this is known as “St. Agatha’s Bread.” St. 
Agatha is the patroness of nurses, which office is no doubt accorded to 
her on account of the miraculous healing of her wounds. She is repre- 
sented in art with the instruments of her martyrdom, particularly the 
tongs or pinchers, the brazier, and usually with the palm of victory, or 
the miraculous veil. Her veneration should hold a particular appeal 
for us today, when the scene of her virtuous life and heroic martyrdom 
has become one of the decisive battle-fronts in the present world conflict. 
May she extend her protection to our armed forces and assist them 
toward the achievement of an honorable victory and a lasting peace. 


OWI OWI CHS 


The Sufferings in Purgatory of 
Worldly Souls 


Ket 


devotion to the holy souls, and often it happened that they 
appeared to her, either to thank her or to beg the assist- 
ance of her prayers and good works. One day, whilst 
praying for them with great fervor, she was transported 
in spirit to their prison of expiation. Among the souls 
that suffered there she saw one more cruelly tormented 
than the others, in the midst of flames which entirely 
enveloped her. Touched with compassion, the servant of God interro- 
gated the soul. “I have been here,” she replied, “for a very long time, 
punished for my vanity and my scandalous extravagance. Thus far 
I have not received the least alleviation. Whilst I was upon earth, 
being wholly occupied with my toilet, my pleasures, and worldly amuse- 
ments, I thought very little of my duties as a Christian, and fulfilled 
them only with great reluctance, and in a slothful manner. My only 
serious thought was to further the worldly interests of my family. See 
now how I am punished: they bestow not so much as a passing thought 
upon me; my parents, my children, those friends with whom I was most 
intimate — all have forgotten me.” 

Mary Villani begged this soul to allow her to feel something of 
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what she suffered, and immediately it appeared as though a finger of 
fire touched her forehead, and the pain which she experienced instantly 
caused her ecstasy to cease. The mark remained, and so deep and 
painful was it that two months afterwards it was still to be seen, and 
caused the holy 
religious most ter- 
rible suffering. She 
endured this pain 
in the spirit of 
penance, for the 
relief of that soul, 
and some time lat- 
er the same soul 
came to announce: 
her deliverance. 
Souls that allow 
themselves to be. 
dazzled by the van- 
ities of the world, 
even if they have 
the good fortune. 
to escape damna- 
tion, will have to. 
undergo terrible. 
punishments. In, 
the Revelations of 
St. Bridget it is. 
recorded that the 
saint found her- 
self transported in- 
to purgatory, and 
saw there, among. 
others, a young 
lady of high birth. 
who had formerly 
abandoned herself to the luxuries and vanities of the world. This, 
unfortunate soul related to her the history of her life, and the sad 
state in which she then was. “Happily,” she said, “before death, 
I confessed my sins in such dispositions as to escape hell, but now I 
suffer here to expiate the worldly life that my mother did not prevent: 
me from leading! Alas!” she added with a sigh, “this head, which, 
loved to be adorned and which sought to draw the attention of others, 
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is now devoured with flames within and without, and these flames are 
so violent that every moment it seems to me that I must die. These 
shoulders, these arms, which I loved to see admired, are cruelly bound 
in chains of red-hot iron. These feet, formerly trained for the dance, 
are now surrounded with vipers that tear them with their fangs and 
soil them with their filthy slime; all these members which I ‘have 
adorned with jewels, flowers and divers other ornaments, are now a 
prey to the most horrible torture. © Mother, Mother!” she cried, 
“how culpable you have been in my regard! It was you who, by a 
fatal indulgence, encouraged my taste for display and extravagant 
expense; it was you who took me to theatres, parties and balls, and 
to those worldly assemblies which are the ruin of souls... If I have 
not incurred eternal damnation it was because a special grace of God’s 
mercy touched my heart with sincere repentance. I made a good con- 
fession, and thus I have been delivered from hell, yet only to see 
myself precipitated into the most horrible torments of purgatory.” 

It may be remarked here that what is said of the tortured mem- 
bers must not be taken literally, because the soul is separated from 
the body; but God, supplying the want of corporal organs, makes the 
soul experience such sensations as have just been described. The 
biographer of the saint remarks that she related this vision to a cousin 
of the deceased, who was likewise given to the illusions of worldly 
vanity. The cousin was so struck that she renounced the luxuries and 
dangerous amusements of the world, and devoted the remainder of 
her life to penance in an austere religious order. 

The same saint, during another ecstasy, beheld the judgment of a 
soldier who had just died. He had lived in the vices too common in 
his profession, and would have been condemned to hell had not the 
Blessed Virgin, whom he had always honored, preserved him from that 
misfortune, by obtaining for him the grace of a sincere repentance. 
The saint saw him appear before the judgment seat of God and receive 
sentence of a long purgatory for the sins of all kinds which he had 
committed. “The punishment of the eyes,” said the Judge, “shall be 
to contemplate the most frightful objects; that of the tongue to be 
pierced with pointed needles and tormented with thirst; that of the 
touch to be plunged into an ocean of fire.” Then the Blessed Virgin 


once again interceded and obtained some mitigation of the sentence. 


REMARK — We here wish to remark that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, 
in so far as the Church has not decided upon them, claim only human 
credence. 











Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE IX — The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints 


II — The Chureh, the Mystical Body of Christ 
ee er ed 


N OUR study of the 9th Article of the Apostles’ Creed, we have thus 
| far considered the Church only as a visible, hierarchial society, 

founded by our Lord Jesus Christ to continue His Divine mission 
here below. But, as mentioned at the outset, this point of view does 
not comprehend the Church in its entirety. To have a complete concept 
of the Church, we must regard her also as the holy and invisible society 
of the SOULS who, united to Christ and in Christ, their Divine Head, 
share by grace in His Divine Sonship and form the Kingdom which He 
won by His Blood. Like Christ, her Divine Founder and Head, who is 
not complete if only His visible human nature is considered, or only 
His invisible Divine nature, but is one through the union of both 
natures, so the Church is complete only in the union of both her visible 
and her invisible elements. 

The dual nature of the Church, composed as it is of a visible and 
an invisible element, is given as the reason why it is called the Body of 
Christ. This title is derived from Holy Scripture as well as from the 
teaching of the Fathers, and has been used from the beginning of 
Christianity. It is the Body of Christ because it is a visible organiza- 
tion, composed of many members with Christ as its Head. It is called 
the Mystical Body of Christ because of the mysterious, supernatural 
character of the unity existing between Our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
members of the Church. The Church is thus distinguished from the 
physical Body of Christ which He assumed from the Virgin Mary and 
which is now enthroned in glory in heaven and dwells on our altars 
beneath the veils of the Blessed Sacrament. It is likewise distinguished 
from merely moral bodies, such as the family or the state or a confra- 
ternity, in which the principle of union is nothing more than the 
common end toward which all the members strive by common means. 
For the Church of God is not merely a visible society, a congregation 
of many persons bound together by a common purpose, but also an 
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invisible society of souls, a living organism, Divine and human, whose 
members are united in a most intimate and mystical union by an inter- 
nal Divine principle of life — the Holy Spirit. 

It is to be regretted that even among our sincere Catholics there 
are many who do not adequately understand this sublime doctrine of 
the Mystical Body and hence fail also to grasp the true implications of 
their membership in the Church and their relationship with their fellow- 
Catholics. Here only do we find the perfect exemplification of the 
brotherhood of man, because it has its source in the fatherhood of 
God and flows from the Divine plan of creation and redemption. It 
is a supernatural brotherhood, arising from God’s adoption of the 
children of Adam as His children, and their union with Him through 
the Blood of His Divine Son, Jesus Christ, made possible through the 
incarnation. Thus, as members of the Mystical Body of Christ, having 
the same spiritual union with God, holding common ideals, governed 
by the same code of laws — the Ten Commandments and the Six 
Precepts of the Church; seeking the same end — eternal life with God 
in heaven — and using the same means to attain it; yielding obedience 
to the same visible head, the Vicar of Christ, and uniting in a common 
worship, all Catholics form a spiritual brotherhood and are linked 
together, soul to soul, through their union with Christ. 

If all men were to comprehend this sublime doctrine, and to live 
in accordance with it, the social problems of the world would vanish 
as a mist before the sun. Class distinctions and race prejudices would 
disappear, and the whole human family would be perpetually at peace 
with itself and with God, in the fulfilment of the two great command- 
ments of Divine and fraternal charity. 

Doubtless one of the motives which prompted our Holy Father 
Pope Pius XII to issue his recent Encyclical Letter on the Mystical 
Body of Christ was the hope of remedying the social ills which afflict 
human society at the present time by placing before men’s minds in 
a clear and convincing manner this sublime truth of their human 
brotherhood and their sonship of God. Although not primarily intended 
as a plan for social reform, this encyclical will doubtless be ranked 
with the great social encyclicals of Leo XIII and Pius XI, which so 
clearly outline certain evils of modern society and the remedies by 
which they may be cured. Please God it will receive the recognition 
and consideration it so highly merits, not only by Catholics but also 
by those outside the Church, for whom the Holy Father therein express- 
es his deep solicitude, and particularly by the leaders of nations.* 

We have already seen how, before withdrawing His physical 
presence from the world, our Divine Lord communicated to His Apostles 
the power and mission which He had received from His Father, and 
commissioned them to exercise His triple office of Prophet, Priest and 
King — that is, to teach, to sanctify and to govern in His Name; prom- 





*Every Catholic family ought to procure a copy of this most consoling and instruc- 
tive Encyclical and study it carefully in order to obtain a clear understanding of the 
doctrine which it so beautifully sets forth. Copies with discussion club outline may be 
procured from The American Press, 70 East 45th St., New York 17, N. Y¥., or from 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference, 1312 Massachusetts Ave. N. W., Washington 
5, D. C., at 10¢ each, plus postage. 
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ising at the same time to give His special Divine assistance, and to be 
with them in so close a union that, as He said, ‘‘He who hears you, 
hears Me, and he who rejects you rejects Me” (Luke x. 16). Just as 
He had exercised His teaching, priestly and pastoral power through the 
instrumentality of His physical body while on earth, so after His ascen- 
sion He would exercise this triple power through the instrumentality of 
the corporate body which He would assume on leaving the world, 
namely, His Church, of which the Apostles were the elements. He 
intended this Church to be, as it were, an extension of His incarnation, 
so intimately united with Him as to be an embodiment of His living 
presence on earth. 

The Church, therefore, is not merely Christ’s work, His foundation, 
His kingdom or His family, but a very part of Himself. Its members 
share a common supernatural life, the life of Christ Himself, communi- 
cated to them through the sacraments. They are guided and directed 
by Christ, who is the head as well as the center and source of life, 
and are united to each other and to their Head by the Holy Spirit. 

The Fathers of the Church unanimously teach that the Church was 
born from the pierced Side of our Savior on the Cross, like a new Eve, 
the Mother of all the living. But it was not until the day of Pentecost 
that this Body began to function, when Christ sent His Spirit upon 
the Apostles and disciples who formed the nucleus of His Church. 
The Church became on that day, and will continue to be until the end 
of time, ‘Christ prolonged in space and time and communicated to men.” 
In her and through her He continues to accomplish the redemption of 
the world. She is, in the words of Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, “His post- 
humous Self, His prolonged Personality.’ 


St. Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, was chosen by God in a 
special way to proclaim to the world the doctrine of the Mystical Body 
of Christ. It is from his pen, chiefly, that we have the Church presented 
in the analogy of a body, the head of which is Christ, and the members 
are the faithful. He was prepared for this mission by a special grace, 
whereby he was made to realize in a forcible way the real and intimate 
union between Christ and His members. On that memorable day which 
was to witness his conversion from Saul, the rabid persecutor of the 
Christians, to Paul, the chosen vessel of Jesus Christ, he was hastening 
to Damascus to launch fresh attacks against the Christians, when sud- 
denly he was stricken from his horse by a bright light from heaven and 
heard a voice saying to him: ‘Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute Me?’’ 
In astonishment he asked, ‘‘Who art thou, Lord?’ and received the 
astounding answer: “I am Jesus, whom thou art persecuting’” (Acts 
ix. 4, 5). Like a flash of lightning came the realization that Christ 
- and the Church were one in a mysterious union, and that in persecuting 
the infant Church he was persecuting Christ Himself. 


Instantly he was transformed into an ardent lover of Christ, and 
after an interval of a few days, during which he received baptism, 
Paul entered with joy and unbounded enthusiasm upon the mission of 
making known, as he declares in his Epistle to the Ephesians (iii. 4) 
the plan conceived by God from all eternity to save all mankind, without 
distinction of race or circumstance, by uniting them in the most intimate 
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way with His only-begotten Son through His Church. His Epistles 
abound in references to the Church as the Body of Christ, upon whose 
members God pours out His Divine life of grace through its Head, Jesus 
Christ. In his first Epistle to the Corinthians (xii. 12) he even goes 
so far as to speak of the Church as “‘Christ.’”” Coming from his inspired 
pen, this image of the Church as a body carries the weight of a Divine 
revelation. That is to say, the Holy Ghost Himself, speaking through 
St. Paul, employs this image to make known to the faithful this won- 
derful and consoling truth of their union with Christ. 

But Our Lord Himself also employed various analogies to indicate 
to His Apostles the intimate union that was to exist between Himself 
and His followers — between Himself and His Church. Most striking 
among these is the parable of the vine and its branches, by which He 
indicated that His union with the members of His Church was to be a 
living union. By means of this union, supernatural life and energy 
were to flow from Himself to those united to Him, just as the life-giving 
sap flows from the vine into the branches and gives them life and fruit- 
fulness. ‘Abide in Me, and I in you,” He said to His Apostles at the 
Last Supper. “As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it remain 
on the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, 
you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears 
much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing”’ (John xv. 4, 5). As 
the vine is the source of life for the branches, and the branches live, 
grow and produce fruit only as long as they remain united to the vine 
and receive its life-giving sap, so, Christ said, would the Church be 
united to Him and participate in His life and produce fruit. 

On another occasion, when speaking of the Last Judgment, Jesus 
had indicated that the union between Himself and His members was 
to be so close as to identify Him with them: “As long as you did it 
for one of these, the least of My brethren, you did it for Me’’ (Matt. 
xxv. 40), He said. 

But just before entering upon His Passion, our Savior went even 
farther in qualifying the unity of Himself and His members, and their 
union with each other, when He prayed to His Heavenly Father in 
that sublime sacerdotal prayer at the Last Supper: “...that all may be 
one, even as Thou, Father, in Me and I in Thee; that they also may 
be one in Us... that they may be one, even as We are one: I in 
them and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in unity” (John 
xvii, 21-23). 

By these words our Savior indicated that the bond which united 
His members to Himself and to each other was to be so holy and 
sublime as to resemble in some manner even the union between Himself 
and His Heavenly Father. All diversities of race, birth, nationality 
and position were to be dissolved by the consuming flame of Divine 
charity, and all were to be of one mind and heart in the profession 
of faith in the one, living and true God. And this bond of charity 
was to be the mark by which they would be recognized by the world 
as the disciples of Christ. To be continued 
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Keeping in Touch with God 
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ANY people have the mistaken idea that prayer is 
only a means for obtaining favors from God. While 
it is not to be denied that prayer is a means to bring 
down upon us God’s blessing, it must be borne in 
mind above all that prayer is an end in itself. It 
is nothing else than keeping in touch with God. 
Man’s nature remains incomplete without prayer. 
For, man is raised to the supernatural order. It is, 

therefore, necessary that he should, at times, rise up to sustain the 
supernatural in him, to breathe of his native atmosphere, and prayer 
is the only means to effect this. Unless the soul is watered by prayer, 
the supernatural in it cannot be nourished. Hence it follows that 
prayer is an end in itself, as well as a means. 

There is no religion devoid of prayer. There is no religion that 
does not advocate prayer. Religious sentiments are inborn in man; 
consequently, the tendency to pray is quite connatural to him. The 
pages of Holy Scripture will tell us that the people of the Old Cov- 
enant, God’s own chosen people, were God-fearing and full of the 
spirit of supplication. The psalms, as a whole, echo forth the spirit 
of hopeful supplication at the throne of mercy. Anyone who goes 
through the psalms cannot but be convinced of the fact that David 
was really a man of God, exhaling the spirit of prayer and suppli- 
cation in strains of genuine poetry. In the unerring balance, a man 
of prayer and supplication outweighs an inteilectual giant without 
them. What a great influence the prayer of the just Abraham, our 
forefather, and Elias, the great prophet, had before God is too well 
known to be mentioned. In the eyes of God an Aristotle or a Plato 
imparts but little glory to the Old Covenant, but it can rightly be 
proud of the chosen people of God, imbued with the spirit of the 
fear of God, of prayer and supplication. This spirit was fostered 
by the prophets sent by God to be the teachers of the people of Israel. 
In the Old as well as in the New Covenant this spirit forms almost 
the only landmark. The Redeemer of the world approved this spirit 
which was found in the Old Law, and corroborated it by His celestial 
teachings and noble example. If the whole day was occupied in 
His Father’s business, the night hours were consumed by prayer. 
St. Luke the Evangelist says: “Now it came to pass in those days 
that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night 
in prayer to God” (Luke vi. 12). It is evident by this that Jesus 
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wished to impress upon our minds the importance of prayer. Or what 
more clear illustration is needed when we find Our Lord Himself 
framing a prayer and teaching His Apostles what to pray and how 
to pray? He exhorted His followers to pray and showed its necessity 
by expressing it in the imperative: “Watch and pray that you may 
not enter into temptation” (Matt. xxvi. 41). This spirit of the New 
Covenant in corroboration of the Old is easily discernible in every 
part of the Gospel narratives. “Ask, and it shall be given to you; 
seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you” 
(Luke xi. 9). Expatiating upon the mind of the Lord, St. Paul writes, 
“Pray always, pray without‘ceasing.” That prayer is an invincible 
weapon against the attacks of the devil is a Gospel truth. Jesus 
declares: “But this kind can only be cast out by prayer and fasting” 
(Matt. xvii. 20). 

Jesus our model teaches us by example how we must begin our 
important duties with a prayer invoking the help and blessing of God. 
Do we not find that Jesus spent forty days and forty nights in prayer 
and fasting before He commenced His public life? It is said in the 
Gospel that the Redeemer retired into a solitary place to pray before 
He chose His Apostles. Similarly, before He wrought His stupendous 
miracles, such as the raising of Lazarus and the institution of the Holy 
Eucharist, He prayed. 

Experience testifies that there is an indescribable happiness evinced 
in the superior part of man when he prays earnestly and with due 
dispositions. The prayer that springs from the bottom of one’s heart, 
with a realization of one’s unworthiness, is sure to please the Creator, 
and the one who prays feels interior peace and happiness. How 
happy that publican must have been when he prayed: “O Lord, be 
merciful to me a sinner!” He even merited the praise of Our Lord, 
and it is no small thing to merit the appreciation of Christ. For Jesus 
said, “He went down to his house justified.” Very similar is the sup- 
plication of the blind man, who, sitting by the wayside as Jesus was 
passing by, cried out: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.” 
What a beautiful prayer! How touching, how full of faith and unction 
it is! And how many times it ‘has been repeated since it came forth 
from this man’s lips. By repeating it we feel the same renewed spiritual 
joy and happiness. Its sincerity and simplicity moved the Heart of 
Jesus so much that He wrought a miracle on behalf of that blind 
man and gave him sight. 

Yet it cannot be denied that very often our prayers are seemingly 
refused. No wonder, then, that at times we feel a sort of discourage- 
ment and aridity on this account. But more sober reflections regarding 
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this make it clear to us that by the seeming refusal of our prayers we, 
instead of being losers, rather profit immensely. For instance, by the 
very fact that one prays with due dispositions, he practices at least 
three virtues, namely, faith, humility and trust in God. Even if the 
prayer be left unheard, the merit that is derived from the exercise of 
these virtues adheres to the one who prays. We have ample proofs 
in the instance related in the Gospels to show that by delayed answers 
to prayers the world has benefited much. For instance, a Syro-Pheni- 
cian woman implored Our Lord to cast out an evil spirit from her 
daughter. Jesus replied, “It is not fair to take the children’s bread 
and cast it to the dogs” (Matt. xv. 26). The seeming refusal did 
not strike at the root of her hope, and she was not dismayed. She 
obtained her request by having recourse to a great act of humility, and 
the noble example she has left to the world is our lesson. 

The sisters of Lazarus, when his last hours were drawing nigh, 
sent for Jesus with the message, “Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest 
is sick” (John xi. 3). It is strange to observe that when Jesus had 
heard that His friend was sick, He still remained in the same place 
two days. But, it is interesting also to note how the request was 
granted. How much would the world have lost if Christ had acceded 
to the request at once! But for the delay there never would have been 
that beautiful passage, that all-consoling doctrine: “I am the resur- 
rection and the life; he who believes in Me, even if he die, shall live” 
(John xi, 25). 

It is clear, therefore, that whether our request is granted immedi- 
ately or not, we are the gainers. Is not this thought a great incentive 
to prayer? 

Prayer is also a duty. Every Christian is expected to be a lover 
of prayer. To remain before the tabernacle of our Eucharistic King 
with the same confidence as that of Mary in Bethany should be our 
j5y and happiness, and its fruits will not be taken away from us. If 
we’are careful to repeat the touching prayer of the blind man by the 
wayside, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me,” our poor under- 
standing will be flooded with supernatural light to follow the right 
path. If we are imbued with the dispositions of the publican who 
prayed in the temple, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner,” the torrent 
of Divine grace will break the earthly barriers of gloom and discour- 
agement, and elevate our mind to union with God. Who among us 
has not experienced this happy state, and who does not long to continue 
in it? Let us, then, be lovers of prayer, and show that we are such 
in daily life. Let us pray to Jesus and ask Him to instill into us the 
spirit of prayer and supplication, the spirit of the New Covenant. 


x 
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A Word of Appreciation from a Convert 


ee 


HANK you, dear Sisters, for all your past kindnesses, and 

especially for the marvelous booklets. They have been 

a great source of comfort to me and I honestly believe 

it is from reading them that I have gained the strength 
to tell my King from my heart, “‘Thy will be done.’’ No matter what 
His will may be, in my heart there is no dissension. 

I don’t know whether you realize it or not, but your booklets 
have opened the door of a wonderful world of Faith to me. That 
world is mine, to explore and to enjoy. I was poor and you have 
made me rich. I was hungry and you fed me. O my dear friends, 
your precious little booklets are educating me in my religion as I 
had never expected to be educated. I’ve always known since my 
entrance into the Church that it was wonderful, but I never had 
any real conception of what that Church really is until I began reading 
your booklets. What spiritual help they have given me! May God 
bless you in your work and grant others the help I have received from 
you. 

I have learned so much better how to love God and serve Him 
in all confidence and trust through the literature you have sent me, 
so I want you to know it. I actually feel that you dear Sisters 
are the cause of it all, and if my immortal soul is saved you will 
have had a great deal to do with it. You cannot even begin to know 
how grateful I am. Your booklets have inspired me to a devotion 
I never dreamed could be attained by me. God bless you, as I do, 
and as you have helped me, so may you help others. How anyone 
with even a spark in one’s heart could read those booklets and be 
unmoved is more than I can understand. What peace, what absolute 
peace they have instilled in my starved soul. I was starved, and you 
have fed me. Those booklets, if read and pondered, would open the 
heart of the worst sinner on earth and in doing so would open to 
him the gates of heaven. That’s exactly how I feel, that the gates 
of heaven are open to me, waiting for me to walk through. 


From a grateful friend, Mrs. 0. S.® 


Aowrd df 
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Little frovers’ freague 
fH 
Jesus, the Little Boy-God 


OD made us to know Him, to love Him and to serve 
Him in this life and to be happy with Him forever in 
the next. We have learned this truth from the study 
of our catechism. But always we can learn to know 
God better, to love Him more tenderly and to serve 
Him more faithfully, so that our happiness in heaven 

may be greater. And the best way to learn to know God, to love Him 
and to serve Him, is to study the life of Jesus on earth, to imitate 

His example, and to ask Him to assist us in the practice of virtues. 

Although we cannot visit the holy places where Jesus lived, we 
can go there in spirit by thinking of those places and forming a picture 
of them in our mind. Thus at Christmas time we imagined the cold 
cave in which Jesus was born at Bethlehem. We pictured to ourselves 
the shepherds and kings who came to adore Him. We learned how 
an angel came at night and awoke St. Joseph and told him to take the 
Blessed Mother and the Baby Jesus far away into the land of Egypt 
so the cruel King Herod would not be able to kill Him. And again 
we saw how after some years had passed in exile in this strange land, 
another angel came to tell St. Joseph that Herod was dead and he 
could go back with Jesus and Mary to their own land, and so the 
Holy Family came back to Nazareth. 

Now during the month of the Holy Family, let us think how Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph worked, prayed and enjoyed each other’s company 
and lived an ordinary, peaceful life at Nazareth. The years passed 
quickly, and soon the Child Jesus grew to be a sturdy, lovable Boy. 
Daily He could be found helping His foster father, St. Joseph, in the 
carpenter shop. As He drove the nails into the little articles He helped 
to make, perhaps He stopped now and then as if to listen to the sound 
and think of the day when nails would be driven into His hands and 
feet. But He stopped only an instant and then went on with His work. 
Sometimes while Mary sat spinning cloth and St. Joseph tinkered with 
his tools, Jésus spoke to them of heavenly things, or read to them from 
the Sacred Scriptures, while the cold winter winds blew outside the 
house. Again He took the broom and swept up the chips, shavings 
and sawdust made by St. Joseph as he planed and sawed and bored 
holes in the wood. 

In the ‘summer time, no doubt, the Holy Family would go out 
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early in the beautiful morning to rejoice in the freshness of the day. 
In the garden near their home were flowers to delight the eye and heart, 
and vegetables to feed the body. Probably the Boy Jesus helped to 
keep the weeds out of the garden and watered the green growing things 
when the sun made the thirsty plants droop and the dry weather came. 
At other times He would walk through the fields, thinking of the 
beauties of nature about Him, watching with keen interest the flocks 
of sheep, the harvesting and wine-making, studying the flowers, the 
trees, the birds and other things which later He would use in stories 
to explain His teachings. 

On the Sabbath Jesus went with His parents to the Synagogue, 
which was the place where the Jews worshiped. Here He listened to 
the instructions of the priests on the Law of God. When He was twelve 
years old His Immaculate Mother and St. Joseph took Him up to the 
Temple of Jerusalem, where He adored His Heavenly Father, giving 
Him love and honor such as had never before been paid to Him from 
the creation of the world. No one in the Temple guessed the great 
glory God received from the brown-haired, bright-eyed Boy, who prayed 
so reverently with His parents and the other people. Then, when all 
the services were over, Jesus quietly left the Temple with His Blessed 
Mother and foster father. But He knew that there were certain learned 
men who loved God and believed in a Redeemer who was to come and 
reopen the gates of heaven to them, but who were in doubt about many 
things in the Scriptures concerning this Redeemer. And so He said 
in His Heart, “I will stay and teach them.” 

As was the custom, the Blessed Mother started on the homeward 
journey with the women, and St. Joseph went with the men, each one 
thinking that Jesus was with the other, and it was only when they met 
outside of Jerusalem that they realized that the Boy Jesus was missing. 
The agony in their hearts was very great, so great that only God could 
understand what they suffered while they searched among relatives 
and friends for Jesus. It was only after three days that they found 
Him in the Temple with the learned men. For Jesus had remained 
in Jerusalem so He could tell these men about the Heavenly Father 
and the coming Redeemer. These learned men used to come to the 
Temple and talk together about the coming Redeemer, and also taught 
the little boys who came for instructions in their religion. Jesus sat 
down by the other little boys, and when He was called upon, the 
teachers were astonished at His wise answers and wondered who He was. 
Jesus also asked the teachers a great many questions which they could 
not answer. At length they decided to dismiss the class and have 
another on the following day. So Jesus left the Temple and wandered 
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about the city of Jerusalem in search of those who wanted to learn 
to know and to love the Heavenly Father. The next day when the 
doors of the Temple were opened, Jesus hastened again to the school, 
and as He sat in the midst of the teachers explaining the Holy Scrip- 
tures, His Blessed Mother and St. Joseph came in and showed great 
joy at finding Him. Everybody looked at them, but Jesus quietly got 
up and went with His Mother and foster father back to Nazareth. As 
He went He consoled Mary and 
Joseph for the sorrow they had 
felt at losing Him by telling 
them that He was doing the will 
of His Heavenly Father and was 
winning souls for God. 

The Gospel tells us that Jesus 
increased daily in wisdom and 
grace, and was subject to His 
parents, which means He obeyed 
them. If we study the life of 
Jesus, we see how He teaches us 
to think only of pleasing God in 
all our actions, words, thoughts 
and prayers. He shows us how 
to grow in grace and in virtue 
by imitating His example. Just 
as Jesus sought out souls to 
teach when He lived on earth, He is still seeking souls today, still 
stretching out His hands to them to assist them, still begging them 
to come to Him and learn by His words and example how to live 
so as to honor God, and how to pray so as to truly adore and glorify 
Him. By His hard work, Jesus teaches us to love our work, and to 
sanctify it by patience, to do it cheerfully, and to keep at it even 
when it is hard for us. By his obedience to Mary and Joseph, He 
teaches us to obey our parents and teachers. When we remember 
that He was God, but obeyed just the same, we will not find it so 
hard to be obedient. 

Another lesson Jesus teaches us is meekness. Sometimes children 
quarrel together in their homes, or with other children in their games. 
But Jesus never spoke words of anger or of spite, and never grieved His 
Blessed Mother by impatience or stubbornness. When Jesus spoke, He 
spoke to cheer others, to bless them, to lead their thoughts to heavenly 
things, to praise and glorify God by prayer. 

Jesus knew that pride and vanity are great evils which we must 





“Honor thy father and thy mother” 
(4th Commandment). 
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try to overcome. He knew that sometimes children are ashamed of the 
humble homes or the poverty of their parents, and that they are proud 
when they have nice clothes and think they are better than others. So 
to teach the folly of pride and to show that riches do not matter, Jesus 
willed to be born in poverty and to live as a poor workman’s son, 
that we might learn to be satisfied with whatever God gives us. 
Practice: In imitation of the Child Jesus, during February, the 


month of the Holy Family, try to be respectful, loving and obedient to 
your parents, as He was. (This is the Fourth Commandment.) 


Aspiration: Sweet Child Jesus, make me humble and obedient! 


Answers to Last Month’s Puzzles 


Jumbled letters: A happy New Year to all our dear Little Lovers. 
Word changes: 


dog to cat ride to walk hate to love cart to tone 
dot wide late tart care 
cot wade lave tare cane 
cat wale love tore cone 
walk tone tone 

New Puzzles 


What day is this: It is the name of a feastday that comes in 

February. Can you guess it? 
2.23 6.4 8 8 7-6 9: 2022-28 -28 46 “15 

The letters 1 and 2 are the abbreviation of the word that means a 
very holy person. 

The letters 3, 4, 5 and 6 form a word often used by poets to 
describe the low land between hills. 

Letter 7 is the first part of night. 

Letters 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 are parts of a fork. 

Letters 13, 14 and 15 are the time between sunrise and sunset. 


Here is another easy puzzle: — 
From a number that is odd, cut off the head 
It then will even be. 
Its tail next just take away, 
And the first woman you will see. 


We would like to hear from our Little Lovers to know if they like 
these puzzles; also to receive any suggestions they might like to offer 
for the coming months. 

=> 


Contents — February, 1944 


A God-Given Trust — Tonic—or Poison? — A Fitting Welcome 
to the New Year — Share Your Treasure! — A Heroine for Chastity — 
The Sufferings in Purgatory of Worldly Souls — Know and Explain 
Your Catholic Faith — Keeping in Touch with God — A Word of 
Appreciation from a Convert — Little Lovers’ League. 



















> aTHOLIC Fathers and Mothers interested in the 
!) welfare of their children are ever solicitous to 
supply their home with reading matter that in- 
stils true Christian ideals, fosters a real knowledge of 
the Catholic Faith and builds upright characters. 
Make your Home Library such that it offers recreation, 
inspiration and education to one and all. The specially 
selected booklets offered below will provide useful 
reading for the members of the family and help to 
counteract the effects of so many immoral influences 
now at work in Christian society. 





BOOKS for the HOME LIBRARY 


United in Christ — Practical discussion of Christian marriage. 10¢ 


Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? — A help to sanctify home-life and aid 
in child-training. 10¢ 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home — A plea for the consecration 
of the home to the Sacred Heart and explanation of its object. 10¢ 





The Treasures of the Mass — A complete explanation of the prayers, cere- 
monies and mysteries of the Mass in simple language. 128 pages. 25¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure — An inspiring booklet on the holy Rosary. 10¢ 


Our Heavenly Companions — A booklet to foster devotion to the Guardian 
Angel. 10¢ 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory — Encourages prayer for the departed. 10¢ 
Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — Prayer and its salutary effects. 10¢ 


Conformity to the Will of God — Shows how conformity to God’s will is the 
shortest way to happiness, peace and sanctity. 10¢ 


Words of Consolation for the Sick — To console and inspire the sick. 10¢ 


Sacramentals — An explanation of sacramentals, the Crucifix, Sign of the 
Cross, Holy Water, Blessed Candles, Palm, Scapulars and Medals. 10¢ 


Through Death to Life — Helps and consolations for the sick and dying, 
with instructions for sick call and ritual of extreme unction. 10¢ 


Rambling Roses — The lives of three young girls who lived for God. 10¢ 


Boy Heroes — The lives of two fervent boys and their heroic patience in 
suffering. -10¢ 


During the month of the Holy Family we offer the above 14 booklets 
for the very special price of $1.30 postpaid. 
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HOW Is Your “Mental Pulse”? 


= fia HE pulse beat of the mental life is known by what one reads. 

bile If the thousands of facts, ideas, impressions and emotions received 

é ) from reading are genuinely good, true and beautiful, this pulse 

will be strong and healthy. The Catholic Press sets forth truth 

and virtue as positive facts. Read its papers, magazines and books and 
be assured of your mental and spiritual well-being. 
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lt is a sad but true fact that many Catholics have time and money only 
for the daily secular newspaper and current magazines and in only too many 
instances form their views and conduct of life from contaminated sources. 
Good reading is essential for vitalizing knowledge. It is education’s com- 
plement. Every Catholic needs to supplement the knowledge of his religion 
by good, wholesome Catholic reading. 


The Catholic Press aims to reach out to persons of every walk of life to 
instruct them in the truths of Faith, to defend their rights, to help them to 
lead better, more spiritual lives, to stimulate worthwhile ideas and foster true 
ideals, to train the will and the imagination of both young and old to better 
things. 


February is CATHOLIC PRESS MONTH. Let it be an 
incentive to renew your efforts to help prepare the world for 
better living by cultivating good reading yourself and through 
the spread of good literature to guarantee its benefits to the 
men and women of tomorrow. 


The Benedictine Press offers a wide variety of reading matter to inculcate 
right principles and the true Catholic spirit into the inmost life of individuals 
and families. A subscriber to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” writes: — 


“IT am sending my renewal for your magazine. I think everyone should 
be interested in extending its influence. It is like a messenger from heaven 
and is doing a permanent work for God and humanity. We surely need its 
influence always but especially now. My best wishes for its continued in- 
fluence which is always good, never doubtful. Catholic Truth, if applied 
to our many ills, would solve the world’s problems properly.” 


PRODUCTS of the BENEDICTINE PRESS 


TABERNACLE AND THE BENEDICTINE 
PURGATORY BOOKLETS 


(Complete Set valued at $7.15) 
74 Booklets — $5.00 
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) Subscription Rates: 

} $1.00 per year. 

? 2.00 for three years. 
) Canada & Foreign Countries: 
rf $1.25 per year. 

2.50 for three years. 


Please add 25¢ for postage. 


Titles furnished on request. 
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